Dear [Insert name of Congressional Representative here] 

I am writing to ask that you sponsor the Alice Cogswell Act, a proposed amendment to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) that will improve special education and related services for deaf and hard of hearing students.  The proposal and supporting documents can be located at www.nad.org/alicecogswellact.


The Alice Cogswell Act takes important steps toward ensuring that deaf and hard of hearing students receive the educational and support services that they need. As being deaf or hard of hearing is low-incidence, most educators, administrators, service providers, and even parents are unfamiliar with the needs of this population. Moreover, because communication is so critical for deaf and hard of hearing students, the failure to provide appropriate communication access and support services not only cuts off  students from direct and incidental learning in the classroom but carries grave consequences for their ability to contribute to society as adults.


The Alice Cogswell Act targets the gaps in the IDEA that most often leave behind deaf and hard of hearing students. Specifically, it lists the kind of communication and expanded support services that deaf and hard of hearing students need and improves the administrative mechanisms that drive the availability of the personnel who provide such services. 


I sincerely hope that you will consider and sponsor the Alice Cogswell Act. Without it our deaf and hard of hearing students may struggle, but with appropriate support deaf and hard of hearing students can and do grow up to become highly successful members of every profession and make substantial contributions to the country that we love. 


For more information about this proposal please contact Caroline Jackson at caroline.jackson@nad.org or 301-587-7466.

Sincerely, your constituent,

[Add your name here].

